Article for English Corner Discussion

1. Article 6-3: Einstein Believed in God
When Albert Einstein (%7 [<=71f1) developed his revolutionary (&' Hbﬂfi‘gkﬁfj) theory

of general relativity (ﬁlxﬂéﬁiﬁ) in 1916, his mathematical (%¢=") calculations
pointed to an extraordinary (7 EJ' ﬁfj'p’v) conclusion (£#1&)—the universe (5"’FI i) was
expanding (¥79). And if you rewind ([fi'f%) the tape on any expansion, you get back
to the point where it started, which means that universe must have had a beginning

(- tzF'}). Einstein, however, was like most scientists of his day in that he followed the
Greek philosophy (ﬁ‘;‘f‘) of Aristotle (" EI %% #), and believed in an eternal (=i
[I) universe. Unwilling (7L E1) to accept a beginning to the universe, Einstein
added a constant (f{IJZ;r) to his equations ("#H=") in order to nullify (Vjf]) the
conclusion that the universe was expanding.

University of California astrophysicist (7~ 24757 4), George Smoot, explains
that Einstein’s main problem with an expanding universe was its implication (J#7)
of a beginning. A beginning pointed to a beginner (*' F’}?{) beyond scientific
investigation (#%¢17). However, once experimental data collected from high-powered
telescopes (&= 5%) proved that the universe really was expanding; Einstein
admitted (2=i*) his error (%i%), calling it “the biggest blunder (*%) of my life.”
There’s a point worth considering (2 ) here: if it could happen to Einstein, it could
happen to anyone. Rarely is anyone completely objective (% =Ji) when it comes to
the issue of a Creator (G'Jiﬁ:&ﬁ). While it is true that religious belief and philosophy
became an obstacle for scientific inquiry in the days of Galileo, trends have changed.
In the modern era there is a prejudice ([”FTJ PL) against the possibility of a cosmic
Designer which has kept many scientists from honest and open inquiry.

A new biography (£ i:!) “Einstein: His life and Universe” by Walter Isaacson
was published in 2007. An excerpt (f#=x<) of the book was reported in TIME
Weekly (April 16, 2007). The following paragraphs are quoted (= |¥']) directly from

the excerpt: “ Around the time he turned 50, he began to articulate (3*) more
clearly his deepening appreciation of this belief in God.

“To what extent (%) are you influenced (ifi) by Christianity (5L f[‘i”ﬂf)?
‘As a child | received instruction both in the Bible and in the Talmud ([E55% 1{&
zZ41). lama Jew (£~ *) by birth, but I am enthralled (¥ (%) by the luminous
(% A i) figure ( ~ 9) of Jesus. His personality ( * ffﬁ) pulsates (E3&) in every
word. No myth (#7f%) is filled with such life.” ‘Do you believe in God?> ‘The
problem involved is too vast for our minds. We see the universe marvelously (7
fL1¥AY) arranged (5 and obeying (") certain laws (1<), but we only
dimly (#%~]") understand (CE!##) these laws. | believe in God, who reveals himself in
the lawful (3% ) harmony (?Lliﬁ) of all that exits (i 7+ ), but not in a God who
concerns (=-=) himself with the fate ( AHa‘g) and the doings (= *~) of mankind ( *
=).” ” Einstein was consistent in rejecting (£{##) the charge (Et’f,) that he was an
(= #i1icH) atheist. “What separates (7 [fil) me from most so called atheists is a

feeling (‘i) of utter (- 7) humility ({%™* ) toward the unattainable secrets (= i

iq&ﬁp@ﬂ?ﬁ) of the harmony of the cosmos (H’Fh‘pfjﬂliﬁ)” he explained.

Einstein was a Jew. He does not believe in a “personal (¥ 7}?‘,]&’@)” God who
interacts (= =) with His creation (¥ @'Jiﬁ:&{).” This may be the cause of his famous
scientific blunder for not realizing that God created a purposeful (?J f 1119) universe
with conditions (3 {F) just right (iﬁf[) for man to live in.

2. Discussion:
1. Why did Einstein commit his Scientific Blunder?

2. What kind of God did Einstein believed in?

3. Einstein believed in a God who created such a Gigantic harmonious and ordered
Universe; the Chinese Government wanted to build a harmonious society ought to

consult God.



